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FOI 2627
Dear Mr Franco,

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received on 24 August 2011.   You asked:-

“Please supply me with the total number of claimants who are to be written to as part of the ESA legislative change exercise described in the letter from Karen Foulds dated 23/08/11 (copy attached).  The letter will be sent out to all those in receipt of ESA(C) in the WRAG over a 4 week period starting from the 19th of September.  Please also provide a breakdown of the numbers by (a) local authority area and (b) parliamentary constituency”.
Jobcentre Plus will shortly be undertaking a scan of its computer records to identify all claimants who will be due to receive the letter as described by Karen Foulds.  The scan aims to identify all claimants that are in receipt of contribution-based ESA in the Work Related Activity Group.  This will include those already in this category on the day the scan is run and those for whom a decision to place in the Work Related Activity Group has been made and input to the IT system with a future start date.  Unfortunately, as this scan has not yet been conducted we are, at present, unable to provide the information requested.

However, an indication of the breakdown by region can be obtained using the latest administrative data for February 2011.  The attached tables show the contribution-based ESA caseload in the WRAG as at February 2011 by local authority area and parliamentary constituency.  The attached Excel tables show the contributory Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) caseload in the Work Related Activity Group (WRAG) at February 2011, broken down by (a) local authority area and (b) parliamentary constituency.

In addition you may be interested to be aware that the Department regularly publishes National Statistics on Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) on its website at: http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/index.php?page=tabtool and on NOMIS, the Office for National Statistics official website of labour market statistics www.nomisweb.co.uk.  Both websites allow you to construct tables to your own requirements.  

For example, to produce statistics on how many people are in receipt of ESA, go to http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/index.php?page=tabtool , scroll down and select Benefit Caseloads National Statistics (WPLS) data in the Benefit Data section then under Benefit/Scheme, select Employment and Support Allowance and make your table selection.

The actual number of letters sent will be different to the February 2011 figures expressed here.  When it is available, the results of the scan will provide a more detailed and accurate picture of the numbers of claimants affected and we will share this information with you.  

A copy of the information is enclosed. 

If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number above.  

Yours sincerely,
David Endersby
01623 413462

david.endersby@jobcentreplus.gsi.gov.uk 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-information-request@dwp.gsi.gov.uk or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, 5th Floor The Adelphi, 1-11, John Adam Street, London WC2N 6HT. Any review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter. 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk
