Wanted: Disabled people to talk to Parliamentarians on July 11 about the extra costs of being disabled or having a long term health condition
What’s this about?

Some groups of disabled people are likely to receive considerably less money under Universal Credit than under the current system. Citizens Advice, The Children’s Society and Disability Rights UK are campaigning to reduce some of these losses. We want to help people to understand the likely consequences in time for the consultation on the Universal Credit regulations.  We also need to demonstrate to policymakers how reduced amounts of financial support will affect people’s lives.  As part of the campaign, we are holding an “evidence session” in the House of Lords on 11 July from 3.15 to 5.15.
Do you know of a disabled person, or a carer of a disabled child who could be willing to speak at the session? They could speak in person, or, be interviewed on film at home.  Travel expenses will be covered.

Who are we looking for to give evidence?
The following groups are expected to lose out in particular from Universal Credit. Ideally, the speaker would fit into one of these groups:

· A lone parent who cares for a disabled child, and receives DLA for the child.  They could receive any rate of DLA, but not the higher rate care.

· A disabled person who is working or has worked and would be likely to be found fit for work.
· A person who lives on their own, does not have a carer, and receives the DLA care component at middle or higher rate.  They could live with dependent children.
· A couple who both claim DLA at higher or middle rate care, who don’t have a carer.
· A couple where one partner is above pension age and the other is below, but has a long term health condition or is disabled, and is cared for by their partner.

What would the panel want to talk about?

The panel would want to ask participants about the additional financial costs that they face on account of their, or their child’s, impairment or long term health condition.  This could include aids and adaptations, travel costs, or extra help at home.  They would also want to ask about what a cut to financial support would mean to them, and the impact this could have on their day to day lives.

Why is this important?

This is an opportunity to raise awareness and help lobbying on the regulations.  The Government won’t make their final decision on the support they provide until the end of this year.  This means that now is the crucial time to speak out about what these changes would mean.

In mid June, we will launch a joint briefing which explains the likely financial consequences of Universal Credit for different groups of disabled people. We will also launch a public survey about the extra costs of being disabled, the results of which will inform a report on the likely impact of Universal Credit on disabled people. This session will also inform that report.

Please note that the changes to disability benefits will apply initially to new claimants from 2013.  Claimants who are currently receiving benefits will receive transitional protection.  This means that they are unlikely to be experience a loss, at first, unless their circumstances change. They would, however, be in a position to describe how new claimants in similar positions could be affected. 

The session will be chaired by Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson.  Tanni, a former Paralympian, is a vocal advocate of disabled people’s rights, and lobbied hard on the Welfare Reform Bill.  The panel will also consist of a journalist and an academic, and the audience will comprise of Peers, MPs and representatives from disability organisations.

Please give the claimant briefing to people who you think would be interested in taking part.  We are happy to talk to you and potential participants in more detail about what would be involved, including the types of questions and discussion points. 

For further information, please contact
Christie Silk: Christie.silk@citizensadvice.org.uk Tel 020 7833 7053
Or
Sam Royston: Sam.Royston@childrenssociety.org.uk Tel 02078 414480
Or

Neil Coyle neil.coyle@disabilityrightsuk.org Tel 020 7247 8759
