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08 November 2010 

Dear Colleague,
Social Security Law Practitioners’ Association

6.30 pm Wednesday 1st December 2010  – Garden Court Chambers
I am writing about the next SSLPA meeting which will take place on Wednesday 1st December 2010 at: - 

Garden Court Chambers, 57-60 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, WC2A 3LS 
(nearest underground station Holborn).
The topic for this meeting is: ‘Recent Developments in Housing Benefit 
The speakers are: Bethan Harris, Desmond Rutledge and David Watkinson

The guest speakers are all barristers at Garden Court Chambers and co-authors of the annual ‘Housing Benefit Law Update’ in Legal Action.  The talk will cover the following areas:

.
(1) policy and legislative developments, including housing benefit changes announced in the June 2010 Budget regarding the payment of local housing allowance (LHA) to landlords in the private sector and the possible legal challenges that might arise out of those cuts;
(2) cases concerning the circumstances in which a person may be treated as occupying a dwelling or home, whether a prisoner serving a prison term and undergoing medical treatment was entitled to housing benefit during his absence from the home, liability for making payments, liability to close relatives or partners also residing in a dwelling, the right of parents of children in education to reside, whether foster children should be taken into account for the LHA size criteria, the time and manner in which claims are to be made, and estimates of average weekly earnings;
(3) cases on overpayments including the recoverability of overpayments, official overpayment errors and whether a claimant should have noticed such an error, whether housing benefit decision-makers are bound by DWP decisions, the relevant sums to be deducted in the calculation of recoverable overpayments, the recoverability of overpayments in the context of the Limitation Act 1980 s.9, overpayments and debt relief orders; and
(4) practical and procedural developments, including date from which arrears of HB can be paid when based on an award of a qualifying benefit.
After the talk there will be time for questions.  This will be followed by the usual information exchange. 
Yours faithfully, 

Desmond Rutledge

Social Security Law Practitioners’ Association, Chair

SSLPA website address: http://www.sslpa.org.uk/ 
