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13 October 2010 

Dear Colleague,
Social Security Law Practitioners’ Association

6.30 pm Thursday 4th November 2010 – Garden Court Chambers
I am writing about the next SSLPA meeting which will take place on Thursday 4th November 2010 at: - 

Garden Court Chambers, 57-60 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, WC2A 3LS 
(nearest underground station: Holborn).
The topic for this meeting is: ‘Dealing with Delay in Social Security’ 
The speakers are:

Martin Williams, who is a Welfare Rights Worker at Child Poverty Action Group.  As well as writing articles for the Welfare Rights Bulletin, he is co-author of the CPAG’s Housing and Council Tax Benefit Legislation 2009/10 (22nd edn).
Desmond Rutledge, a barrister at Garden Court Chambers who specialises in social security law.  He is the digest editor of the Journal of Social Security Law (Sweet & Maxwell) and a contributor to the welfare chapter in ‘Macdonald’s Immigration Law and Practice’ (7th edn). 
The talk will cover the following areas:

.

(1) Delays in determining claims - Should a particular claim be determined outside of a normal queuing system whereby claims are determined in the order they are received? – Applying for interim payments of benefit – Is the DWP practice of taking longer to determine a claim from an EU migrant than from a UK national unlawful under EU  law? – The lawfulness of the rule preventing interim payments when an appeal is pending.  Duty on local authorities to make HB payments on account in rent allowance cases. 

(2) Delays in appeals – legal solutions to: (i) Delays in Decision-Maker's response to the appeal – (ii) Delays  in the tribunal listing the appeal once the response is received – (iii) Delays in implementing the decision of a tribunal.
(3) Identifying welfare benefit decisions which are amenable to judicial review – Typical errors in the administration of welfare benefits which can amount to public law grounds for Judicial Review - Examples of benefit delays linked to the claimant’s immigration status that may be amenable to judicial review.
(4) The ‘appropriate remedy’ issue – Can judicial review be used where there is a statutory right of appeal?  When should the complaints procedure be used instead?

After the talk there will be time for questions.  This will be followed by the usual information exchange. 
Yours faithfully, 

Desmond Rutledge

Social Security Law Practitioners’ Association, Chair

