Barking and Dagenham

No scheme or application details available.

Barnet

www.barnet.gov.uk/info/930394/changes_to_social_fund/1088/changes_to_social_fund
Barnet’s scheme is called the Crisis Fund.  A six week residence period is usually required; however, if the applicant is moving from an institution, for example, prison, this can be waived so long as they have another connection, for example, family or support services. There is no provision for rent in advance – it appears the Council assumes this need can be dealt with through Discretionary Housing Payments (which is not the case).

Applications can only be made by telephone: 020 8359 4242. 

Bexley

www.bexley.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=15818 

Details of Bexley’s scheme, known as Local Welfare Provision, are available at the webpage above.  The scheme specifically allows for payment of rent in advance ‘in exceptional circumstances’.  Applicants usually need a 6 week connection but exceptions can be made; they are likely to include prisoners who were in Bexley prior to custody.

Applications can be made online or by telephone: 0345 300 6712.
Brent

https://local.brent.gov.uk/revsbens.nsf/benefits/LBB-75
The scheme in Brent is called the Local Welfare Assistance Scheme, comprising Crisis Payments and Community Payments.  A Crisis Payment can be made for a deposit or rent in advance provided the applicant has qualified for a Community Payment.  Brent’s local connection criteria appear to be very flexible.

Application details are not yet available.

Bromley
www.bromley.gov.uk/info/200008/benefits/909/bromley_welfare_fund
Bromley’s scheme is known as the Bromley Welfare Fund.  Certain local organisations are set up as ‘approved providers’, able to make fast-track applications – St Giles Trust is among these.  There is no specific reference to rent in advance, but we can still attempt to apply for this.  Generally, an applicant must “demonstrate a settled residence” but could be leaving prison and “be about to move into” Bromley.  Elsewhere, they state someone could be “Leaving prison or detention and have a strong local connection to Bromley and were previously resident”.

Applications can be made online or by telephone: 0800 859 5922 (freephone).    

Camden
www.camden.gov.uk/ccm/content/community-and-living/welfare-and-benefits/local-social-fund-LSF.en
In Camden, the new Local Social Fund is made up of Crisis Awards and Community Support Awards.  All housing costs (including, presumably, rent in advance) appear to be excluded from the scheme.  A local connection is required, defined as being resident for the past 6 weeks, or 3 years out of the past 5 years.  There do not seem to be any exceptions.

Applications can be made online or by telephone: 020 3324 0383.

City of London
There is no information on a scheme here.  I gather the DWP budget given to the Council is tiny and have a feeling no scheme will be available.

Croydon

www.croydon.gov.uk/advice/benefits/welfare-benefits/CDS
Croydon’s scheme is referred to as Croydon Discretionary Support.  The usual residential requirement is 3 months but exceptions are made for people leaving institutions.  Although the webpage indicates that no cash awards will be made, the scheme details, available from that page, state clearly (in several paragraphs) that rent in advance is available.

Applications can be made by downloading an online form or by telephone: 020 8760 5719.

Ealing
www.ealing.gov.uk/info/200929/changes_to_your_benefits/1457/social_fund
The webpage currently provides no details of Ealing’s scheme.  Council papers suggest their scheme will be called ‘Local Welfare Provision’ but make no mention of rent in advance.

There is no information about application procedures.

Enfield
www.enfield.gov.uk/info/200059/advice_and_benefits/2322/emergency_support_scheme
Enfield’s scheme is known as the Emergency Support Scheme, divided into Emergency Payments and Local Assistance Grants.  To qualify, a claimant should normally be resident for a minimum of 6 weeks.  However, there are exceptions for people leaving prison or ‘being moved as part of a resettlement programme’.  Rent in advance may be provided.

Applications can be made online or by telephone: 020 8379 4554.

Greenwich

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200008/benefits/1376/emergency_support_scheme
Greenwich’s Emergency Support Scheme comprises Community Support Payments and Emergency Support Payments.  Criteria state that a claimant must be ‘resident or homeless’ in Greenwich although, in discussion with us, they suggested this would include released prisoners with past links.  Rent in advance is not mentioned but, again, in discussion, it was indicated this should be available.

Applications can be made online or by telephone: 020 8921 2078.

Hackney
It seems that applications to the Hackney Discretionary Crisis Support Scheme can only be made through a recognised partner agency.  The list of partners includes East End Citizens Advice Bureau (020 8525 6350) and Hackney Marsh Partnership (020 8525 6960).  The local connection rules in the written guidance do not seem clear, but rent in advance is covered in the scheme.  There is no useful information on the Council’s website.
Hammersmith and Fulham
See under Kensington and Chelsea.

Haringey

www.haringey.gov.uk/index/advice_tax_and_benefits/benefits-advice/supportfund.htm
In Haringey, the Support Fund is made up of Crisis Payments and Community Care Payments.  Rent in advance is payable and there appears to be flexibility in relation to the 3 month residence requirement.

Applications are made by downloading a form from the website and submitting it by post..

Harrow

www.harrow.gov.uk/info/200008/benefits_support_and_relief/2739/harrows_emergency_relief_scheme/4
Released prisoners are exempt from the usual 3 month residence rule for Harrow’s Emergency Relief Scheme.  According to detailed guidance documents, rent in advance is only available by way of a Discretionary Housing Payment. 

Applications are made by downloading and posting an application form.  Queries can be made at: 020 8418 8266.

Havering
http://www.havering.gov.uk/Pages/Services/Emergency-Assistance-Scheme.aspx
The webpage above provides details of Havering’s scheme.
Hillingdon

www.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/26493/Local-welfare-support-scheme
Hillingdon has created a Local Welfare Support Scheme.  Policy states that rent in advance will not be paid as a Discretionary Housing Payment could be claimed (which it usually can’t be).  However, it acknowledges this is only possible for current HB claimants, so it might be worth trying the Local Welfare Support Scheme for other cases.  Someone leaving prison need only “have an intention to move into the Borough” to qualify.

Applications are made by telephone only: 0800 028 1402 (freephone).

Hounslow

www.hounslow.gov.uk/index/advice_and_benefits/benefits/housing_benefit/discretionary_housing_payments/dlcp.htm
In Hounslow, the payments are known as Discretionary Local Crisis Payments.  According to the scheme, ‘rent and deposit’ money is usually available elsewhere; presumably, they are referring to Discretionary Housing Payments which won’t usually work for our clients.
Application forms are printed off, completed, and then scanned and e-mailed, or sent by post.

Islington
www.islington.gov.uk/advice/money-advice/Pages/Resident-Support-Scheme.aspx" 

www.islington.gov.uk/advice/money-advice/Pages/Resident-Support-Scheme.aspx

Islington’s Resident Support Scheme combines former Social Fund payments with Discretionary Housing Payments and Council Tax Support.  The expectation seems to be that rent in advance would only be payable via Discretionary Housing Payments.  Applications for the new scheme will be made via support agencies, but the process is still unclear.

Kensington and Chelsea
www.rbkc.gov.uk/adviceandbenefits/localsupportpayments.aspx" 

www.rbkc.gov.uk/adviceandbenefits/localsupportpayments.aspx

Kensington and Chelsea, Hammersmith and Fulham and Westminster are developing a tri-borough scheme, with Kensington and Chelsea taking the lead role. The limited amount of information available makes no mention of rent in advance payments.  Applicants are expected to live in their current borough or, if leaving prison, have an intention to move into the borough.

Application forms for all 3 boroughs are available on the webpage.  Claims can also be made by telephone: 020 7745 6464.

Kingston Upon Thames
www.kingston.gov.uk/browse/community_people_and_living/benefits/crisis/crisis-fund.htm" 

www.kingston.gov.uk/browse/community_people_and_living/benefits/crisis/crisis-fund.htm

Kingston has created a Crisis Fund.  To qualify, applicants need to “live in Kingston upon Thames at the moment and have lived here for at least the last six weeks...or if...leaving prison be about to move to Kingston upon Thames”.  However, there are apparently no payments for “housing costs”, presumably including rent in advance.

Applications are all to be made online.

Lambeth
www.lambeth.gov.uk/Services/AdviceBenefits/Benefits/CurrentBenefitsAvailableToYou/LambethEmergencySupportScheme.htm
In Lambeth, the Emergency Support Scheme is well described on the website.  However, there is no provision of rent in advance.  Instead, applicants for the scheme who need private rented accommodation are referred on the Council’s own rent deposit scheme.  Although the webpage states that applicants need to have been resident for 6 weeks, discussions have made clear that people leaving prison can also be considered.

Applications are made online or by telephone: 0345 302 2312.

Lewisham

www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/benefit-changes/local-support-scheme/Pages/default.aspx
The Local Support Scheme includes Emergency Loans and Support Grants.  The criteria include a 6 week residence requirement with no exceptions.  No housing costs are covered – people requiring rent in advance must instead approach the Council’s SHIP team.

All applications must be made online.

Merton

www.merton.gov.uk/advice-benefits/money-advice/lwss.htm
Merton has devised a Local Welfare Support Scheme.  Eligibility is usually based on 3 months’ residence, but someone moving to Merton after leaving prison, and with some other connection, may also qualify.  No cash will be available, and the webpage indicates that people needing private rented accommodation will be referred elsewhere for deposits or rent in advance.

Applications are usually made by telephone: 020 8274 4908.
Newham

www.newham.gov.uk/BenefitsandPayments/NewhamCommunityandCrisisSupport.htm
Newham will be providing a Community and Crisis Support scheme.  A 6 or 12 month residence period is usually needed, although someone leaving prison within the next 6 weeks and planning to move to Newham are also covered.  There appears to be no provision for any housing costs except for moving to hostel accommodation.

Applications are made by telephone: 020 3373 1180.

Redbridge

www2.redbridge.gov.uk/cms/council_tax_benefits_housing/welfare_and_benefits/changes_to_the_social_fund.aspx
The Redbridge Emergency Support Scheme is usually available to people who have been resident for 12 weeks, although there is an exception for people leaving ‘care’ (perhaps including prison?).  There is no indication as to whether rent in advance can be paid, although it appears there can be no cash payments.

Applications can be made online or by telephone: 020 8591 9705.
Richmond upon Thames

www.richmond.gov.uk/home/housing/housing_benefits/local_assistance_scheme.htm
The Local Assistance Scheme is provided through a private contractor, Northgate.  All information about the scheme, including the online application procedure, is available on a Northgate website, although the page appears to be unavailable.  Applications can also be made by telephone: 020 3324 0381.

Southwark

www.southwark.gov.uk/info/200459/benefits_are_changing/3012/emergency_support/1
We already have access to Southwark’s Emergency Support Scheme, including for rent in advance payments.

Applications can be made online, or by telephone: 0207 525 0200.

Sutton

www.sutton.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=17313
Sutton has a Crisis Loans and Grants scheme.  Applicants must usually have been resident for 6 weeks, but Sutton has also adopted our special exception for prisoners – that is, they were in Sutton for 6 of the 12 months, or 3 of the 5 years, before entering custody.  It appears that no housing costs of any kind are covered.

Applications can be made by downloading, completing and posting an application form, or by telephone: 020 8770 4961.
Tower Hamlets

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=20393
Tower Hamlets will be providing Crisis Grants and Support Grants.  It appears applicants need to be in receipt of Housing Benefit to make a claim for either type of grant, a criterion that would seem to exclude homeless people and prisoners.
Applications are made online.
Waltham Forest

www.walthamforest.gov.uk/wfsocialfund
The Waltham Forest Social Fund has a 6 month residential qualification, but an exception is made for people leaving institutions.  Scheme details make no mention of rent in advance.
Applications are all made online.
Wandsworth

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200008/benefits/1481/wandsworth_discretionary_social_fund
Wandsworth has created the Wandsworth Discretionary Social Fund, incorporating Discretionary Care Grants and Crisis Payments as well as the Council’s Discretionary Housing Payments.  All housing costs are excluded including, presumably, rent in advance.  The scheme only appears to apply to Wandsworth residents.

Applications are all made online.    

Westminster
See Kensington and Chelsea.

